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k^ Chicago,, or Boston. When several railroads enter a
city from various directions and place their terminals at dif-
ferent points with no connecting links between,, it must be
obvious that the cost of transferring freight and passengers
from one to another not only involves an enormous expense
each year, but greatly hampers the free flow of traffic. In
the earlier stages of city growth it would have been easy
and cheap to provide union terminals; to-day the expense of
establishing them often puts such projects beyond the bounds
of possibility. Yet something can be done to lessen the in-
convenience which the existing situation creates. One step?
costly but serviceable, as Now York?s experience shows, lies
in establishing underground connection between terminals.
From its very nature, however, this terminal question is
one of the most difficult among the many perplexing prob- Thcter-
lems of modern transportation.1 A terminal requires a kmts one of
large area of land, not only for stations, but for sheds and gr^lt diffi~
car-storage space. To serve the public convenience it must
be located in the very centre of things, easy of access from
all pq,rts of the city. Yet land in the very centre of things
is enormously expensive, and the burdens which fall upon
the railways by reason of large terminal expenses are a
considerable factor in the general cost of transportation.
A central terminal, moreover, means that all trains must
come right down into the vitals of the city. As the day of
grade crossings is rapidly passing, the cost of providing an
exclusive right-of-way for railroad tracks makes a stupen-
dous item, not to speak of the objectionable features in the
way of noise and smoke and dust which the community
must necessarily tolerate when trains are brought into a
central terminal. The electrification of railroad approaches,
if such a policy becomes general, will solve this latter por-
tion of the problem, but not the whole of it*2

1 8. 0. Dunn, "Tho Problem of the Modern Terminal," IE Scribner^
Magazine, Hi 416-442 (October, 1912).

2 The best short discussion of this subject is F. A, Delano's article OE
"Bailway Termmaia in tiaeir Isolation to City Planning/' in the